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Another month has flown by and here we are nearing the end of August! I’m sorry that this 
newsletter is so last minute but the last few days have been perfect for being outside. 
Now…with the choice of   A) sitting at a computer and B) wandering around and maybe 
sitting down in my garden, …which do you think I chose! Even pulling a few weeds 
seemed a better choice!  But alas I have run out of time! And here we go…. 

Our August Board meeting was held at Barb Morrison’s home, overlooking a beautiful 
waterfront and lots of lovely gardens. The setting was perfect and we got a long agenda 
covered in almost the allotted time. And here are the highlights. 

Here are the announcements arising from that meeting.

Sunshine Committee:  
Mary is going to send a card to Ruth Arndt in memory of her husband, and also one to 
Mary and Gord Read for the loss of Gord’s sister.  A Get Well card will be sent to Lynda 
Krishnan as she is having knee surgery.  

Reports from our Board Members on Completed Events

• Peterborough Master Gardeners Trip to the Guelph area- June 9th  & 10th —10 
Omemee blooms members attended. It was a wonderful trip. Congratulations go 
out the organizers for a job well done!
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• The Lions Craft Market (Christmas in July) on Sat. July 13, 2019 –from 8:00 to 1:00 –
Kelly, Carol, Linda, Kathy, Heather, & Diane helped out – Carol Mitchell reports that the 
plants attracted lots of people and they sold quickly. If we had had more variety it would 
probably have been better. A tent and table was set up for us along with chairs for from the 
hall. Our Plant Sale sign was set out to catch customer’s eyes. Close to $300.00 was made 
on Saturday morning. Rain held off until 1:30 p.m. after everything was packed up. Thanks 
to everyone on who donated the healthy desirable plants. Many thanks to the volunteers. 

• The Bobcaygeon Garden Tour Sat. July 13, 2019- Erin Muscutt-a Seed and plant vendor & 
Joan Harding, a Master Gardener, attended. Barb Muscutt reports that it rained three times 
that day. Erin did well with her seeds but did pack up early due to inclement weather.  

•  The on-site “Tour of Ground Covers Unlimited”- Mon. July 15, 2019. “Ground Covers 
Unlimited” in Bethany, has been owned and operated by the Spearing Family for 40 years. 
We were warmly welcomed by Sandy Spearing for our third tour over the years. Sandy 
guided us on a walk through their extensive property and explained the steps and reasons for 
the construction of the buildings and production of the ground covers they sell. Everyone 
was thoroughly impressed with all the things they have managed to accomplish with their 
state of the art growing beds and water saving and irrigation systems. We have travelled to 
many places in Ontario, but we would be hard pressed to find such an amazing place 
elsewhere.  Sandy invited us to have our refreshments on the family patio where we also 
held our brief General meeting. A lovely outdoor space to sit was appreciated by all the 
Bloomers. 

• Omemee Blooms Out and About: On Two separate days, some of our Omemee Blooms 
members helped the children attending Vacation Bible School make dish (or fairy) gardens. 
On both occasions, the children had a wonderful time and were very proud of their creations 
that they got to take home.  

• Ladies Night in Millbrook was another successful event. Our members attending, had a 
wonderful time! Congrats to two of our members, Susie Wright and Lorraine Lachapelle for 
helping to create the beautiful decorations. Well done ladies! 



!3

•  Green Team Village Gardening Shirts ordered and distributed- Kelly Hiscock reports 
that  new green team shirts were ordered for all new members volunteering in Village 
Gardens.  We also ordered replacement shirts for a few members who had worked so hard that 
their shirts needed replacing! The total shirt order was $210.00   All shirts have been 
distributed to green team members. 

• Omemee Unites Report:  A New Years Eve Event has been planned for. The end 
of this year. It will consist of Games and Activities for the children and adults 
alike, (from 6-8)  as well as munchies, and prizes. Fireworks (at 8:15) will be 
followed by hot chocolate and cookies to end the evening.  A committee 
continues to work on this event.    A second event was brought to to the Unites 
Committee for consideration - A Fall Apple Fest.  The ideas were good but due to 
the time constraints (6 weeks away) it was decided to consider a smaller scaled 
down event for this year. A brainstorming session came up with a few ideas: 
apple games and activities - apple toss, apple dunking, apple peeling contest, 
small apple crisps for sale, a sit down venue with slices of apple pie (made by 
our Omemee Lioness) and ice cream.  A second meeting is planned for this week 
to further look at this idea and to make a decision about whether to give it a try. 

• Christmas in August at Chemong Lodge on Aug 11, 2019: Barb Muscutt 
reported that 28 people attended the luncheon. The waitresses love our group. 
Barb had little Christmas trees as decorations. $25.00 included buffet, coffee/ tea, 
dessert and tip. Thank you Barb for organizing this wonderful outing. Everyone 
had a wonderful time and came away very full!!! 

• Judging Books have arrived: The new OJES (judging books) are here and have 
been distributed to those who ordered one. There are a two copies in the library 
for members to borrow and we still have a very few books available for 
purchase. See Carol. 

• Non Member Participation in our Shows:  Given the new OJES 
recommendation of including the general public in our garden shows, a motion 
was passed that anyone outside of our organization can participate in the garden 
shows (without a membership) but they will only qualify for ribbons, no cash 
prizes.  
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Your Committees Also Have Reports for you: 

• Youth: A date will soon be set for a Fall Youth day. More to follow. 

• Social Media- We have two new “likes” on our facebook page and 2 new 
followers! Our top post for the month was announcing our July Plant Sale 
reaching over 1,000 people. Our next most popular posts were photos of Mary 
and Gord’s gardens, our on-site meeting and our day outing photos. I think it’s 
safe to say that people enjoy seeing photos of our fun and gardens!! 

• Plant Sale: Yes, we are already planning out 2020 Plant Sale, to be held at the Legion. How 
can you help? Take a look at your gardens now. What is over crowding other plants or is just 
too big. Make a list NOW of what you could dig up in the spring (or even this fall and put in 
pots to be buried along the edge of your gardens or put in a sheltered spot and covered with 
lots of leaves) 

• Trunk Sale of Plants- you may remember that we had a few plants left over after our 
Christmas in July Plant Sale. We offered to sell them to members, right out of our car trunks, 
before going to our July meeting at Ground Covers.  It was very popular and several members 
got some new healthy plants at bargain prices! I think it may have been ‘buy one get 2 free’ or 
something like that!  Anyway, the proceeds of that sale took us over the $300 dollars raised. 
And we made enough with our total July sales to cover our part of the purchase of Norma’s 
frog. ( see below) 

• Summer Planters: Everyone agreed that in spite of the drought and heat, the planters have 
remained beautiful. Thank you cards will be sent to the merchants watering. It was agreed that 
Linda and her committee should use the same varieties of plants next year. 

• A Memorial for Norma Evans: At the July meeting, the committee agreed that  the original 
plan for purchasing and establishing a bench was both cost and labour prohibitive. It was 
suggested that maybe we should be considering some type of large garden ornament for the 
Tri-School (Beach) bed.  At this meeting, Heather reported seeing a large concrete frog at 
Scott Concrete near Lakefield. After viewing her photo, the committee was instructed to 
check out that avenue. If logistically possible, they were instructed to go ahead and order it 
and have it installed. The District 4 Board, that had agreed to give us money toward a 
Memorial for Norma, also feel that this is a lovely memorial, since Norma was such a lover of 
frogs and collected them for her own gardens. 
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Things to Remember: 

Rack Card Photos -at our September meeting we would like members to 
submit a suitable photo, for our 2020 Rack Card. It could be a flower, 
insect, bird, or anything else that you feel would look good up very close. 2 
entries per member allowed. Members will vote for their favourites and 1st 
and 2nd place winners will then be submitted to the Board for a final 
decision.

Speakers Ideas Needed:  We are now working on Speakers for 2020 and 
2021.   We would like to know what topics you would like to hear about. A 
clipboard will be passed at our August meeting or you can send them to 
Carol or Heather by email asap

November Photo Show is coming up soon. Please check your yearbook 
and start looking for photos now. We want lots of people entering and 
making it a great show!

Save the Date:

1) Janetville House & Garden Tour-“The Doctor’s House” Sun. Aug.25, 2019 
-10 to 4----$10.00- Church Fundraiser –desserts at the Church 

2)  Garden Ontario Celebrations- no special week set aside   

3)  Peterborough Master Gardeners’ Fundraiser- Guest Speaker Dugald 
Cameron- Unique Bulbs----Sat. Sept. 28, 2019  You can register on line now. Go 
to the Peterborough MG site and go from there.  

4) D4 Fall Seminar- Oct. 26, 2019- Fenelon Falls Soc. (100th Anniversary)-Paul 
Zammit guest speaker **Wear our blue shirts and something else to celebrate our 
80th**  


